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Disclaimer This document is intended for educational and informational purposes. It summarizes publicly available historical research and commentary regarding similarities between writings attributed to E. W. Kenyon and Kenneth E. Hagin. It does not assert legal liability or criminal wrongdoing. Readers are encouraged to examine the original sources and reach their own conclusions.
Purpose
This document reviews published research and raises ethical questions regarding attribution, integrity, transparency, and institutional accountability.
Over the years, several researchers have examined striking similarities between books first published by E. W. Kenyon and later publications by Kenneth E. Hagin, which became foundational teachings within Kenneth Hagin Ministries and Rhema Bible Church. The most well-known study, A Different Gospel by D. R. McConnell, presents numerous side-by-side comparisons and argues that there are passages reproduced with little or no attribution. Those conclusions have been disputed by Hagin's supporters, but the comparisons themselves have generated decades of discussion.
I am not a literature expert, historian, or plagiarism specialist. I encourage everyone to do what I am doing: read E. W. Kenyon's original books, read Kenneth E. Hagin's corresponding books, examine the published comparisons, and come to your own informed conclusion. If the similarities are as significant as researchers contend, then the questions extend beyond literature. They become questions of character, integrity, and leadership.
What does it say about an organization if credible concerns are brought forward and are never openly addressed or corrected? If leaders become aware of potential errors or failures, what responsibility do they have to acknowledge them, make them right where possible, and model integrity for future generations?
It also raises another question: What about E. W. Kenyon's legacy? If his work materially shaped teachings that were later published and distributed without proper attribution, should his contribution have been publicly acknowledged? Should there have been some form of restitution or recognition for his intellectual and spiritual legacy?
These aare questions of accountability. Leadership is ultimately measured not by whether mistakes are ever made, but by how leaders respond when credible evidence is brought before them. Transparency, humility, and truth strengthen institutions; silence leaves questions unanswered.
Historical Background
Researchers, most notably D. R. McConnell in A Different Gospel (1988), argued that numerous passages in Kenneth E. Hagin's publications closely parallel earlier works by E. W. Kenyon without attribution. These conclusions remain disputed by Hagin's supporters.
Books Frequently Compared
• The Believer's Authority ↔ The Believer's Authority
• The Wonderful Name of Jesus ↔ The Name of Jesus
• Jesus the Healer ↔ How to Receive Healing
• The Hidden Man ↔ You Can Have What You Say
• The Two Kinds of Faith ↔ Multiple Hagin publications
• What Happened from the Cross to the Throne ↔ Multiple Hagin publications
Additional Comparison
Researchers have also discussed similarities between John A. MacMillan's The Authority of the Believer (1932) and Kenneth Hagin's Authority of the Believer (1967).
Integrity Questions
How should leaders respond when credible concerns are raised?
Should historical attribution be corrected when appropriate?
Does transparency strengthen institutional trust?
Should future editions acknowledge significant influences?
What responsibility do institutions have to address unresolved historical questions?
Questions About Restitution
If another author's work significantly influenced later publications without adequate attribution, should there be public recognition of that contribution? Ethical restoration may include acknowledgment, correction of the historical record, and transparency.
Biblical Principles
Proverbs 10:9; Romans 12:17; 2 Corinthians 8:21; James 3:1 emphasize integrity, honesty, and accountability for leaders.
Reader Invitation
Read both authors' works, review published research, examine the original books, and draw your own informed conclusions.
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